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STAGS HAVE CARVED a definite
niche for themsleves in the
diminishing list of out-of-
the-ordinary British models. Whe-
ther it is the niche originally
foreseen for them is open to
question. The fortunes of the model
have swung around as a result
mainly of external influences by no
means peculiar to Stags. They came
on to the market late in June 1970
at what now sounds a very modest
price of between £2,000 and £2,500
according to equipment and extras.
Now you have to pay nearly £6,000
for the same thing which seems
expensive.

On seeing their first Stag some
people said “ah, a big TR" which
Stags are not, and they went on to

complain about handling and
performance shortcomings by
3-litre sports car standards. The

jumble of speed limits, high petrol
costs, road congestion and
anti-motoring propaganda in the
intervening 6% years have taken
some of the steam out of
performance appeal and the
majority of those who operate
Stags found, and still find, the
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acceleration, speed and handling

very adequate. Whether Triumph
knew they were introducing a car
which would also have real woman
appeal is another question to be
considered. Certainly it is a ‘very
popular “wife’s car” for those who
can afford it.

What a pity that British Leyland
did their too familiar trick of
introducing an attractive new
model and then failing to produce
them. Very many sales in Europe
and the UK were lost through
failure to deliver or even to quote a
firm delivery date, and now it is too
late since the production days of
Stags must be numbered.

Turning from the general to the
particular, I have heard of a few
Stags that have “blown up”.
Cylinder head gaskets, bearings,
pistons, even a broken rod have
been mentioned as causes. Looking
closely at these, it seems more than
coincidental that a few of the
owners have been the sort of
“out-to-prove-something” drivers
who might be expected to blow up
cars and put rods through crank-
case sides. Let’s say it is just good

Multi-point Stog

luck that our two Stags have stayed
together, the second one now on
26,000 miles, remaining sweet and
responsive and always starting at
the second short churn, whether
sun-baked or ice-covered.

Oil consumption is negligible but
the oil looks dirty by the time a
change is due. The pressure water
cooling system needs topping up
most months and one wonders
where the water goes. Like Jaguars
and sometimes other large cars
such as Rolls-Royces and
Mercedes, the Stag has a steamy
exhaust most of the time, said by
some to be owed to condensation in
long and elaborate exhaust
systems. | wonder whether the
suspect Stag cylinder head gaskets
are allowing slight seepage of water
into the cylinders. Would this occur
more when the engine is hot or
when cold? Such small quantities, if
they exist, do not show up in the oil
or on the plugs.

It seems likely that failure to
check water level or notice
symptoms of shortage may have
led to the engine overheating
reported by a few owners. If water
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is short the heater matrix goes cold
before the temperature gauge gives
any indication of abnormal
temperature. Overheating is first
indicated when idling or crawling
in thick traffic and.there is a return
towards normal as soon as the
engine and water pump are revved
up. This may not be noticed by a
driver concentrating on the traffic
and obscuring the gauge with his
left hand on the steering wheel. It is
cured when the expansion bottle is
replenished.

Talking about climatic extremes,
the Stag's heater will really cook
you if you want it to and can
include plenty of face level cold air
while your legs are being toasted.
Full air conditioning was an option
on early models but was not well
regarded. Last summer in Britain
was a real Stag summer and the
soft top was folded away in its neat
flush fitting box for months on end.
The soft top has a zip round its rear
window allowing it to fold open and
flat. The rear quarters are blind and
special care is needed when moving
into and across traffic lanes.

The detachable hard top comes






