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The new Triumph Stag

The Triumph Stag iz an entirely new model
for which there must be an immense demand.
In brief, British Levland have produced g 2
pluz 2 GT which has all the looks, refine-
mént and performance of continental cars like
the Mercedes-Benz 230 5L at just over half
the price. In faot, it can probably see off the
opposition fairly comfortably In at least two
of these three respects, and how Lord Stokes
proposes to satisfy the potential demand one
would be interested to know,

The heart of the Stag is a very interesting
new engine, It i3 a V8 with a single overhead-
camsheft for each head, with chain drive.
It is, in effect, the "other half" added to the
inclined four-cylinder Triumph engine used
in the Saegh 9%. The in-line valves are operated
directly through inverted bucket tappets, seat-
ing in wedge-shaped combustion chambers in
aluminium c¢ylinder heads. The cast-iron 90
deg block carries the forged alloy steel crank-
shaft, which has integral balance weights, on
five main bearings, A bonded rubber torsion
vibration damper is on the fromt end.

An excellent vintage feature iz the positive
drive to the water pump, through skew-gears
from a jack-shaft which also drives the dis-
tributor, The fan is belt-driven separately and
has 8 viscous coupling fo reduce noise at high
revs. The engine is very much over-square
with dimensions of & mm by G645 mm
(2997 ce), and on the moderate compression
rativ of 88 to 1 it develops a net output
of 145 bhp at 5500 rpm, It is interesting
that fuel injection is not at present stan-
dardised, an electric fuel pump at the rear
of the car delivering to two horizontal
Stromberg carburetters within the wvee. An
inertia switch cuts off the fuel gupply in the
event of an accident, a valuable safety feature.

The W& engine can be mounted in unit
with @ manual gearbox, similar to that of the
Trivmps 2.5 PL. Alternatively, a Borg-Warner
automatic transmission has been developed
for this power unit. The hypold final drive
houging is secured to the rubber-mounted sub-
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framve that also carries the rear suspension.

MNo separate chassis frame is employed, the
body being a pressed-steel monocogque. It is
a two-door 2 plig 2 and is available either
as a soft-top or with a detachable hard-top.
In either case, a padded roll-over bar gives the
struciural rigidity that a roof normally confers.
It is an extension of the door pillars and
has & centra]l member that projects forward
to join the screen. This overhead construction
iz immensgely rigid and reinforces the whole
body, acting like a roof in eliminating scuttle
shake.

Independent front suspension of the
MacPherson type iz used, with semi-trailing
arms behind, The rack and pinion steering
has power aszistance &5 standard. To give an

The interior iz well planned with a nicely laid out
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tachable hard top.

idea of the size of this new GT, it has the
same track a the 2.5 galoon and is 6} ins
shorter in the wheelbase, but still 1 ft Jonger
than the TRE&, The wery delightful styling
of the body is unmistakably the work of
Giovanni Michelotti.

A brief test

I was able to try the Stag in Belgium on
roads ranging from fast, smooth straights
to the meost zppalling paevé, with plenty of
corners thrown in, plus some heavy traffic.
I chose an open <ar because the weather was
superb, and I was not at all disappointed that
it had automatic transmission. Triumph and
Borg-Warner had already demonstrated such
an extraordinary rapport over the 2.5 PI that
I wanted to see if they could do it again
with the 3-litre V&, They could!

The Stag is as far as # could possibly
be from a hairy sports car. It iz very quiet
indzed and the engine iz especially smooth,
with hardly a suspicion of the V8 exhaust
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